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The Photo in the Pocket: Why We Work Safe
Look closely at a Reeves Young safety vest and you’ll find a small detail with a much bigger meaning.
On the top pocket are four words: Why I Work Safe.
Inside that pocket, you’ll often find the answer.
Across Reeves Young, employees are encouraged to print a photo of their personal reason for working safely and carry it with them in their vest. For some, it’s a spouse or their children. For others, it’s a parent, friend, dog, or another four-legged family member waiting for them at home.
The photos are different, but the message behind them is the same.
Work Safe, Home Safe
Work Safe, Home Safe is more than our safety message. It’s the culture we work to create across every project, office, business unit, and role at Reeves Young.
Construction requires policies, procedures, training, PPE, planning, and accountability to keep our people safe. All of those things matter. But behind every safety rule is an even more important reason to follow it: making sure our people go home safely to the people and things they love.
That’s why the photo sits where it does.
It’s there when someone puts on their vest at the beginning of the day. It’s there during a safety meeting, while walking a jobsite, and when a decision needs to be made in the field. It serves as a simple, personal reminder that working safely isn’t only about protecting yourself.
It’s about who is waiting for you at home.
Everyone Has a Why
One of the things that makes the Why I Work Safe pocket special is that there isn’t a right answer for what belongs inside.
It might hold a family photo from vacation, a picture of someone’s kids, a wedding photo, a best friend, or a favorite dog. What matters is that the person wearing the vest knows exactly why that photo is there.
And while safety may look different depending on someone’s role, that idea applies to everyone at Reeves Young. Whether you’re working in the field or the office, in Water Resources, Heavy Civil, Commercial, Industrial, or somewhere in between, we all share the same responsibility to look out for ourselves and the people around us.
Because at the end of every shift, meeting, deadline, and project, the most important thing we build is a livelihood that allows our people to return home safely.
So, if you ever see someone wearing a Reeves Young safety vest, take a closer look at that top pocket.
There’s probably a story inside.
Work Safe. Home Safe.

